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Welcome to the August newslett er. By now most people will have fi nished 
lambing and be preparing for the coming ram selling season. 

With the excellent prime lamb market, we all need to be very proacti ve in 
keeping White Suff olks in front of the commercial producer. The terminal sire 
market is as competi ti ve as ever, so let me urge all members to look out for 
opportuniti es to promote White Suff olks.

Spending has increased on the nati onal White Suff olk adverti sing campaign to 
keep the brand visible to producers. More eff ecti ve, though, are the success 
stories of farmers who have had excellent results with White Suff olks. Could 
all members please keep your ears open for such stories and pass them 
onto the committ ee, so we can take the advantage and include them in our 
adverti sing campaign to compliment adverti sements? Members can also take 
the opportunity to promote White Suff olks when speaking with clients and 
agents, and at events such as fi eld days and shows. If all members make the 
most of these opportuniti es, we can increase the White Suff olk market share.

Planning is progressing well for your 2012 conference in Tasmania. Our annual 
conferences are a very informati ve and great social event. I recommend 
members make every eff ort to att end, and perhaps take the opportunity to 
extend your trip and take a well earned holiday in beauti ful Tasmania.

I hope that the season treats you all well and your ram sales are a great 
success.

Julie Wiesner.

AUSTRALIAN WHITE SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION FEDERAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT
JULIE WIESNER

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Photo courtesy of Ian Turner
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AWSA LOGO
The AWSA Logo has now been trademarked for use by members only. Please refer the feature in this newslett er for more 
informati on on the logo designs available, ideas for incorporati on in your stud promoti ons, and how you can obtain a version/s.

WEBMANAGER CLEAN UP/UNREGISTERED SIRES
A recent clean up of the WebManager database has revealed that a number of “unregistered” sires have been entered into the 
system during the ram registrati on process. It was initi ally agreed that this would be allowed to cater for any registrati ons that 
could not be manually entered into the system when WebManager was established, however the ti me has come where the 
majority of sires are now in the system and this is no longer required. 

At the recent Federal Council meeti ng it was decided that the registrati on of any stud ram can only be accepted if the sire and 
sire of dam are also registered rams in the WebManager database. This will take eff ect on WebManager shortly.

To complete the clean up, the Secretariat will be contacti ng any breeder of unregistered rams currently in the system with the 
opportunity to either:

1. Register the ram(s) at their own expense

2. Advise of the Flock Register / page number of any ram(s) that were registered in earlier years so that the WebManager 
database can be updated with the registrati on detail.

RAM REGISTRATION DATA
A reminder to those submitti  ng registrati ons via the paper method that the sire, dam and sire of dam pedigree informati on of 
the ram is required. This informati on is compulsory when submitti  ng registrati ons online and is therefore also a requirement 
for paper submission.

The Associati on acknowledges there are circumstances where the full pedigree informati on cannot be provided and have 
established the below guidelines for such situati ons:

1. Where neither the sire or dam can be identi fi ed, the ram being registered can only be entered in the system as Any Other Breed.

2. Where only one parent (ie sire or dam) can be identi fi ed and no other pedigree informati on can be supplied, the ram can only be 
entered in the system as an Appendix White Suff olk.

The above guidelines have also been included in the by-laws of the Associati on. 

SHOW SPONSORSHIP
To keep sponsorship consistent across each state, the following amounts have now been set by Federal Council and available 
for shows upon writt en request:

$100 plus GST available for the following major shows:  Perth, Wagin, Adelaide, Bendigo, Hamilton, Dubbo and Hobart.

$50 plus GST available for the following minor shows:  Geelong, Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra.

An additi onal $200 plus GST is available to any major feature show in additi on to any ongoing sponsorship.

An additi onal $50 plus GST is available to any minor feature show in additi on to any ongoing sponsorship. 

FROM THE SECRETARIAT
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MY TAKE
STOCK JOURNAL. BY STEVE MILNE, PRINCIPAL WARATAH WHITE SUFFOLKS.
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT AUSTRALIAN WHITE SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION.

Prime Lamb producers are facing a conti nual problem sourcing breeding ewes. The conti nued depleti on of the merino ewe 
base, the buoyancy of the prime lamb market, and high mutt on prices has led to extreme prices for replacement ewes. So 
are there alternati ves to the traditi onal BLMo X ewe? I think there are, and the White Suff olk off ers a very credible “maternal 
alternati ve”.

White Suff olk judging at this years Royal Adelaide Show will be conducted on Friday Sept 2nd and we are expecti ng a large 
exhibiti on of sheep from across Australia.  There are three new White Suff olk classes at this year’s show which will att ract 
strong competi ti on.  

The Coles class with $1000 prize money is for young rams and ram lambs that are suitable for producing  early maturing lambs 
with good conformati on and carcass shape specifi cally for the Coles market.      

Craig & Rosalie Mitchell have kindly sponsored the Gemini Prize Young Handler Competi ti on and this competi ti on will be open 
to young handlers between 10 and 18 years of age.                                         

A new class for a pen of three rams is being held for all Prime Lamb and Maternal Breeds.  The winning pen of 3 rams for each 
breed will be competi ng for the Suzuki and Bridgeland Motorcycles Prize which is a Suzuki DR200 Agricultural bike, and this will 
be judged on Saturday evening in the sheep pavilion.  This class will be followed by a social event where exhibitors and breeders 
can have a relaxing and entertaining evening to discuss the success of the show.  

There will be a number of interbreed classes judged on Sunday morning where the White Suff olks have always performed very 
well.  The culminati on of the White Suff olk Show will be the Elite Sale to be held on Sunday at 2.00pm where over 40 White 
Suff olk rams will be off ered for sale. We are looking forward to seeing many White Suff olk breeders at Adelaide this year.

Allan Piggott     
Chair - Pastoral Committ ee RA&HS

2011 ROYAL ADELAIDE SHOW

The Good

• White Suff olks have excellent libido, ferti lity, milking ability 
and maternal insti ncts

• Breeding your own replacements decreases the risk of 
‘buying’ unwanted animal health problems.

• Terminal sired wether lambs will return more than 
traditi onal 1st X wether lambs.

• WS X Mo fl eece wool is generally fi ner than traditi onal 1st 
X.

• WS X ewes have clean points and are very easy care.

The Bad

• Retaining WS X lambs gives the producer less lambs to sell.

• There is a ti me lag unti l home bred ewes are fully producti ve.

The way forward

• When lamb prices are high, it is a great opportunity to 
retain a draft  of ewe lambs as breeders and sti ll maintain 
high income from lamb sales.

My top 5 ti ps

1. Use White Suff olk rams to produce prime lambs and 
replacement ewes.

2. When selecti ng WS rams consider maternal as well as 
terminal Lambplan informati on.

3. Retain the twin ewe lambs to increase fl ock ferti lity.

4. Manage the retained ewe lambs well and join as lambs – 
they will handle it well.

5. Purchase rams from registered WS fl ocks with objecti ve 
performance informati on and dependable health status.

Steve Milne - sjdjmilne@bigpond.com
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NOW AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS TO USE

AWSA REGISTERED TRADEMARK

The AWSA has recently trademarked its logo to enhance the 
identi ty of and credibility of AWSA breed and its registered 
members. The logo is now available for members only to 
use in any promoti onal material with a number of designs 
available to download from the AWSA website.

Members should be aware of the following points regarding 
the trademarked logo:

• The logo only forms the registered trademark.

• The logo can be used for any promoti on of your stud 
provided you are a current fi nancial member of the 
Associati on. Some suggesti ons for inclusion of the logo 
included print adverti sements for your stud, on your stud 
website, sale fl iers or catalogues. 

• Provision is allowed for the incorporati on of appropriate 
wording directly underneath the logo. This does not 
detract from its credibility and will increase its identi ty 
and a number of standard designs with wording included 
have been created by the AWSA for members to 
download from the website.

• Agents have been advised of the registered trademark 
of the AWSA and that it can only be used by fi nancial 
members of the Associati on.

Where could I use the trademarked logo?

Members can use the logo on any stud material or for any 
promoti onal purposes. Ideas include: 

• Print adverti sement for your stud

• Website

• Sale fl iers and catalogues

• Business cards

How do I access the trademarked logo?

1. Go to the AWSA website (www.whitesuff olk.com) and 
login to the Member Resources area using the same 
login as you do to access WebManager.

2. Click on “AWSA trademark logo to use in your promoti onal 
material” to view the range of designs available.

3. To download any of the logos follow the prompt at the 
top of the page, or right click on the image you wish to 
use and select “Save Target As” to save to your computer. 

4. Should you have any problems contact the Secretariat 
on (08) 8210 5231 or email info@whitesuff olk.com.au. 

A snapshot of the designs available to use are below:
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sendam diem quem coente tea opublin temente, pere 
nostam medem facci civigna, sus, Pat, quam item temque 
fue cupione mquides bonsuni missolus. cla morentemnos 
ad mendium publiisquam dem coner adducit vere, senihil 
iacre, ninterfeces audemul vivis, quem ret viritratus, publibu 
nti que tellessatum in haberis, consulinpri, quid in nonc 
mussa propor ad in senimus eo, eff re adduci iurnihilium 
Paliam. Quam dum hostrav endacchiciam tem achus ste 
in te permis comnessicaed creo horivere ti lius etra mante 
et L. Ahalego adhum ta diessim overecus di iamdi, scristi a 
mihi, pestem, conum es sciissatqua rente orum perurentra 
vivervis, et? Romniae tumusua vervit vit, nihil vo, auc 
fati num ego essenim iusceridii inatand erobsed actoric 
erfi tam sa cons di, Ti. Obse talabuscem eti o, consil hae dem 
publict oratus, faciam us, fura cleroponsum sit; nonica; 
Catum huceri

PROVIDED BY TROY FISCHER
SUPERWHITES UPDATE

NEW MEMBERS

Superwhites welcomes two new members to the group:

STEVE, ROS AND GREG FUNKE,
“BUNDARA DOWNS”, WESTERN FLAT SA

JAI MOAR AND LILY FULLWOOD,
“WYANBAH”, ARMIDALE, NSW

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Our Annual Conference was held in conjuncti on with AWSA in the Barossa in 2011. The plan is to go to Tasmania with AWSA in 
2012 and hold the Superwhites AGM at the end of the conference.

SERIES 16 TEAM

The committ ee recently selected the Series 16 team of young sires to be progeny tested across the group. The selecti ons were 
made with a focus on commercial suitability, outstanding ASBVs for key traits and geneti c diversity. All rams in the team will 
have to test negati ve for the Hypotrychosis allele. The average fi gures as of 15/6/11 of the Series 15 ram team are shown below.

BWT WWT PWWT PFAT PEMD PFEC Carcase + LAMB 2020

0.35 9.5 15.5 -0.4 1.7 -11 198.05 113.60Series 16 Average

ALEXIS ROBYN GREENUP

Ida Vale’s Tamesha Gardner & Andrew Greenup proudly introduce
Alexis Robyn Greenup.

Friday 17th June, weighing 2.58kg (5.6lb), 45 cm. Big sister Sophie thinks she 
is wonderful.

CONGRATULATIONS,

IT’S A GIRL!



6

STEVE MILNE, WARATAH WHITE SUFFOLKS

As ‘seed stock’ producers we are increasingly being made 
aware of the research and development of genomic 
technologies in the Australian sheep industry.   It is clear 
from the literature, and from the many presentati ons I 
have heard on the subject, that the greatest value in the 
use of genomic informati on will be in three areas.  Firstly, 
through increasing accuracy of selecti on, because genomic 
informati on will enhance the accuracy of Australian Sheep 
Breeding Values (ASBV’s).  Secondly, because genomic 
informati on will allow selecti on decisions for a number of 
traits to be made at an earlier age than is now possible, 
thus potenti ally shortening generati on interval, and thirdly 
due to the ability to select for traits which we as breeders 
fi nd diffi  cult, expensive, or even impossible to measure 
on the live animal - the traits that have become known 
collecti vely as the ‘hard to measure’ (HTM) traits.

age, breeders have already collected upwards of ten pieces 
of informati on relati ng to phenotype and pedigree.  This 
allows the use of Australian Sheep Breeding Values (ASBVs) 
with accuracies in the range of 65 – 75 % in selecti ng both 
rams and ewes to use within a breeding program at 7 
months of age.  It follows therefore that we are practi sing 
early selecti on with reasonable accuracy, and so although 
genomic informati on will enhance the accuracy of selecti on 
for these core traits slightly, the gains over the current 
situati on will be minimal.

The story for ‘non-core’ traits is quite diff erent.  As menti oned 
previously these traits include many which may not be 
possible to measure on live animals.  Of parti cular interest 
to us are those traits directly linked to eati ng quality, such as 
shear force and intra muscular fat, although there are many 
others for which genomic informati on will possibly be the 
only informati on available, or at least the major informati on 
source, when esti mati ng breeding values.   It is here that 
genomic informati on will be of the greatest use in terminal 
sire breeding operati ons.  It is also here that we have the 
greatest need for a reference populati on to both discover 
and validate genomic informati on. 

Future challenges

There are many challenges for the sheep industry in relati on 
to genomics, but three are of parti cular importance.   The 
fi rst is the uptake and use of genomic informati on by 
breeders, and the industry as a whole.  History clearly 
shows us that there are diff erent categories of users of 
new technologies within the sheep industry, ranging from 
the early adopters through to those that will never use the 
technology, no matt er what the demonstrated advantage.  
The early adopters will embrace this technology, and they 
will be followed by the ‘second ti er’ adopters, but only if 
a fi nancial advantage or reward can be demonstrated.  So 
here we come to the real crux of the problem – the early 
adopters will use the technology, in many cases regardless 
of the economics, because that is their nature.  The 
second ti er may dabble, but there will need to be a clearly 
demonstrated reward for them to adopt this technology in 
the long term – in short, a reward for eff ort.   This is then the 
fi rst challenge for industry – to reward those who use this 
technology through increased market share and fi nancial 
returns.

The second challenge is how this genomic informati on is 
reported to breeders.  Stand alone ‘molecular’ breeding 
values are of litt le use to me.  What will be of greatest use, 
is the incorporati on of genomic informati on into existi ng 
geneti c evaluati on programs, such as LAMBPLAN, with 
the inclusion of that informati on refl ecti ng an increase in 

GENOMICS & TERMINALS

   Photo Courtesy of Ian Turner

The current situati on

When considering the role that genomics may have within 
the terminal sire industry, I chose to look at its potenti al role 
in selecti on for what I call ‘core’ and ‘non-core’ traits.  The 
‘core’ traits are those that have been traditi onally selected 
for within this sector of the sheep industry, namely weight, 
fat, and muscle.  There is also an argument to say that 
selecti on for parasite resistance through the measurement 
of worm egg counts (WEC) would also be considered a ‘core’ 
trait by a number of breeders.  

In the case of many terminal sire breeding operati ons, by 
the ti me potenti al replacement animals are six months of 
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accuracy of breeding values.  This will then mean that we 
as breeders, along with our commercial clients, are only 
dealing with one source of informati on.  The challenge 
for industry here will be to forge cooperati on between a 
number of commercial and research agencies to facilitate 
the sharing of informati on, as opposed to the duplicati on of 
testi ng and research.  

The third challenge for industry is the maintenance of a 
reference populati on beyond the ti meframe of the current 
Sheep CRC Informati on Nucleus.  In the case of the ‘core 
traits’ menti oned earlier, there are a number of breeders, or 
breeding groups, that could be used in both the discovery 
and validati on roles required of a reference populati on.  It is 
in the ‘non-core’ situati on that the real challenge exists, and 
it is here that the enti re industry, from seed stock producers 
through to the consumer, must be engaged to allow the 
work already done on traits linked to eati ng quality and 
nutriti on to conti nue.  Putti  ng it bluntly, that engagement 
must be fi nancial, and it must be enduring – there will 
have to be greater returns for the higher quality product 
produced through the use of genomic informati on to allow 
industry to support relevant reference populati ons, and that 
support must be long term.

Conclusion

While genomic informati on will marginally improve the 
accuracy of selecti on for the ‘core traits’ of weight, fat and 
muscle in the terminal sire industry, it will have minimal 
eff ect on increasing geneti c gain through the reducti on of 
generati on interval because terminal breeders already have 
the ability to select early with reasonable accuracy.  It is 
clear, however, that there may be signifi cant value to the 
terminal sire sector of the sheep industry in the area of HTM 
traits, which I have designated as the ‘non-core’ traits.   The 
challenge for the industry is to develop a cheap reliable test, 
which may be incorporated into existi ng geneti c evaluati on 
programs, and to engage the enti re industry in its uptake and 
use.  Additi onally, the sheep industry must work towards 
the maintenance of viable reference populati ons to allow 
genomic informati on to remain relevant to the industry 
populati on.  Genomic informati on does have the ability to 
enhance what the lamb industry is producing, but only if the 
whole of industry is engaged in this ‘genomics revoluti on’.

Steve Milne, Waratah White Suff olks
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At Dubbo Show 2011 Mike Barton “Yarrahappini” White 
Suff olk Stud (159) was presented with a certi fi cate of 
Appreciati on for his outstanding service and contributi on 
to the NSW White Suff olk Breeders Group and the White 
Suff olk breed as a whole. 

Mike has been involved in the White Suff olk Breed since its 
incepti on and before.

Mike has overseen the PLG Group also for many years unti l 
its sale and dispersal in the past few years.

Mikes stud has now been dispersed with the majority of the 
Stud being sold to Paul Routley “Almondvale” White Suff olk 
Stud at Urana (529).

I would like to thank the AWSA & the NSW Breeders Group 
for presenti ng me with a Certi fi cate of Appreciati on for my 
involvement with the White Suff olk Breed.

Being one of the fi rst breeders of White Suff olk Sheep in 
Australia (the world – some questi oned my sanity), being 
involved in the mid 1970 with Prof Euan Roberts program to 
breed a White/Suff olk sheep. It is most grati fying to see the 
great improvement the breed has made since then. It is also 
pleasing to see a number of young Stud Breeders taking up 
the challenge.

One of the most important things the breed has achieved, 
was making the once dominant Poll Dorset breed lift  its 
game, which has benefi tt ed the producti on of Prime Lambs. 
This has made the lamb industry, for a number of years, the 
elite rural industry in Australian agriculture.

Another Certi fi cate was also presented to Rosemary Small 
“Abrona” White Suff olk Stud (280) for her services to the 
NSW White Suff olk Breeders Group, as a loyal secretary for 
the group for many years.

The NSW White Suff olk Breeders Group sincerely thank 
both Mike and Rosemary for their eff orts and appreciate all 
their hard work and commitment to our group .

 The Australian White Suff olk Associati on would like to 
thank Scott  and Elaine Woodley and their girls for all the 
ti me and eff ort they put into the organising the White 
Suff olks at Dubbo Show. 

The showing of the sheep plays an important role in 
presenti ng to the public and other breeders the quality of 
the White Suff olk sheep – but the real champions are the 
rams (not show quality) that are out in the paddock siring 
quality lambs for the domesti c and export markets.

There is sti ll more to be done – producing a ram that grows 
rapidly to 100kgs (with meat and litt le fat) but does not grow 
any heavier. I have not achieved that. Big is not beauti ful.

In conclusion, once again my thanks. I would like to thank 
the PLG members Alan Luff  and Simon Beatti  e for their 
help and support. Also the friendships I have made, being 
involved with the breed.

Sincerely, Mike Barton

MIKE BARTON
OUTSTANDING SERVICE & CONTRIBUTION TO THE NSW WHITE SUFFOLK BREEDERS GROUP

LETTER TO THE EDITOR......

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

11 2 3

1. Mike Barton with Scott , Laura and Elsie Woodley at Dubbo Show. 
2. Mike Barton “Yarrahappini” White Suff olk Stud being presented with a Certi fi cate of Appreciati on at Dubbo Show 2011. 
3. Mike has dispersed his stud aft er many years breeding and is semi reti ring.



9

CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK RAM CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK EWE &
RESERVE CHAMPION RAM

Champion Ram

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore

Reserve Champion Ram

1. “Smithston”Smithston Farms P/L

Champion Ewe

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore

Reserve Champion Ewe

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore

Keith McIntosh Memorial Award - Sires Progeny Group

1. “Premier” BJ & LB Gilmore

Group 1 Ram & 2 Ewes

1. “Smithston”Smithston Farms P/L

Best White Suff olk Head

1. “Smithston”Smithston Farms P/L

Supreme Champion White Suff olk Exhibit

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore (RAM)

Most Successful Exhibitor

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore

Champion Shortwool Interbreed Ram

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore (WHITE SUFFOLK)

Supreme Champion Interbreed Ram

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore (WHITE SUFFOLK)

Supreme Sheep Exhibit of the Show.
Sandra Wilson-Tink Memorial Trophy

1. “Tatt y Keel” I & D Gilmore (WHITE SUFFOLK RAM)

Janice Bennett , Entries Co-Ordinator writes:

Fourteen exhibitors and approximately 180 entries resulted 
in keen competi ti on for the Judge’s att enti on.  First ti me 
exhibitor at Dubbo Dugald McIndoe from Smithston 
White Suff olk Stud vied with Ian and Donna Gilmore of 
the Tatt ykeel Stud for top honours in the Champion Ram 
and Champion Ewe classes with the Gilmores receiving the 
award for Most Successful Exhibitor as well as the Supreme 
Champion White Suff olk Exhibit.

With very strong competi ti on across thirteen separate 
breeds of sheep Ian and Donna Gilmore (Tatt ykeel White 
Suff olk Stud) were proud winners of the Sandra Wilson-Tink 
Memorial Shield for Supreme Exhibit of the 2011 Landmark 
New South Wales Sheep Show with their White Suff olk Ram.

The 2012 NSW Sheep Show will be held at the Dubbo Annual 
Show from 18th to 20th May with entries closing Thursday, 
24th April, 2012. Schedules may be obtained from either the 
Show Offi  ce or Jan Bennett  on 02 6882 8001. Corriedales will 
be featured in 2012.

27THͳ29TH MAY 2011, DUBBO NEW SOUTH WHALES
DUBBO SHOW RESULTS 2011

< SUPREME 
EXHIBIT

Joyce Dixon 
(Ashbank Stud) 

presenti ng 
Sandra Wilson-
Tink Memorial 

Trophy Shield for 
Supreme Exhibit 

To Tatt ykeel 
‘Turbo’ at NSW 

Sheepshow 
Championships - 

Dubbo.



If you haven’t been to a
White Suffolk Conference before…
This is a bit of what goes on.....

Members will 
be coming 

to Hadspen 
from all over 

Australia 12th-
15th February 

2012

 To learn from experts

 

- hear the latest research & 
developments in the industry 

 - take part in practical             
demonstrations/workshops 

  welcome 

 
For a bit of a social 

gathering – meet and make 
new friends 

And there’s always time 
for a bit of rest and 

 
Maybe make it a family holiday and tour the state & studs after the conference 

Come & enjoy some of 
Tassie’s great food, & wine. 

 

  Have your say – 
discuss issues of 
concern or ideas 

for the breed. 

 

So get on the phone.
–why not go & book your fl ight & accommodation today......?

www.whitesuffolk.com.au for all the info or ring our secretary if you aren’t on the web.
Full itinerary will be posted to you shortly. Cost will be similar to the last conference.

Book early if coming on Spirit of Tasmania as vehicle spaces fi ll early this time of year.

And there’s always
time for a bit of rest

and relaxation
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SHEEP CRC RECEIVES 2011 STAR AWARD
THE SHEEP CRC’S EFFORTS IN WORKING WITH INDUSTRY IN THE KEY AREA OF 
GENETICS HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED WITH A PRESTIGIOUS AWARD.
PRESS RELEASE FRIDAY, 20TH MAY 2011

The 2011 CRC Program STAR Award was presented at the 
Excellence in Innovati on Awards event held in Brisbane 
this week as part of the Cooperati ve Research Centre 
Associati on’s annual conference. Sheep CRC CEO, Prof 
James Rowe, says the Award acknowledges co-operati on 
between researchers and industry, specifi cally in the CRC’s 
Informati on Nucleus fl ock.

“It was obvious that the Informati on Nucleus fl ock, with 
its close, fruitf ul and ongoing collaborati on with numerous 
Australian sheep breeders, would be a worthy nominati on.”

“It is a very deserving outcome for the Sheep CRC’s 
collaborators – represented by Queensland Merino 
breeders Mark & Vicki Murphy and Victorian White Suff olk 
breeders Steve & Debbie Milne - to receive such awards as 
it showcases our eff orts in working together for a greater 
industry good.”

“It’s also a credit to the Sheep Geneti cs team and the parent 
organisati ons - MLA and AWI - for their role in coordinati ng 
acti viti es between the breeders and the Informati on 
Nucleus program.”

“The focus of the STAR awards on eff ecti ve cooperati on with 
small and medium sized enterprises is an excellent initi ati ve 
of DIISR’s CRC Program.”

Broadly, the Sheep CRC’s research focuses on improved 
geneti c gain and management of more producti ve, easy-to-
manage sheep while re-positi oning sheep meat and wool 
as high value niche products meeti ng modern consumer’s 
quality expectati ons. The Informati on Nucleus (IN) fl ock 
Program is central to the CRC’s work; it is delivering new 
and far reaching geneti c informati on and data for genomic 
predicti on of sheep breeding values.

Mark Murphy says: “The potenti al of the new genomic 
technologies is very signifi cant for the Merino industry.
The ability to predict breeding values based on DNA 
samples taken from young rams will allow us to shorten the 
generati on interval for breeding programs and potenti ally 
increase rates of geneti c gain by around 50%. Rates of 
increase of this magnitude are relati vely rare and this makes 
it exciti ng to be involved with the research.”

Steve Milne says: “Informati on from the IN Program has 
been valuable in providing a comprehensive picture of 
geneti c parameters across all important studs and blood 
lines in the Australian sheep industry.”

New informati on from the IN program is already having an 
impact in starti ng to breed for improved meat quality - while 
sti ll making good gains in growth and lean meat producti on.

Co-operati on by stud breeders in the IN Program has made 
a major contributi on to its success and is benefi ti ng industry 
through the rapid delivery of results and widespread uti lisati on 
of the new informati on in commercial breeding programs.

During the last 4 years, a total of more than 300 stud breeders 
have engaged with the CRC via Sheep Geneti cs as part of the IN 
fl ock work, through:

• Voluntarily collecti ng and providing semen from hundreds of 
young rams

• Reviewing, analysing and displaying regularly updated data 
and informati on

• Working on the fi rst genomics pre-commercialisati on 
Pilot Project, which has put the CRC and the industry at 
the internati onal forefront in commercialising genomic 
technologies.

CRC’s support end user driven research collaborati ons to 
address clearly arti culated, major challenges facing Australia, 
many of which are global challenges. The STAR Awards recognise 
the vital role CRCs play in encouraging innovati on and research 
in SMEs.

More details on the CRC Program STAR Award winners and the 
CRC Program are available from:
www.crc.gov.au
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SUNDAY 27TH MARCH 2011
WA BREEDERS WORKSHOP

The WA Branch of the Australian White Suff olk Associati on organised a 
workshop for their members on Sunday 27th of March, which was held at 
Malcolm & Julie Klantes’ Wesswood Stud at Serpenti ne. Fift een members 
representi ng 9 studs were present as well as two Suff olk breeders and a Tafe 
Ag teacher.

Those studs att ending were each presented with a pair of Hortex Delux Sheep 
Hoof Paring Pliers which were generously sponsored by Hortex. These Hoof 
trimmers are superior to any other like tool on the market. Hortex can be 
contacted on (08) 9277 9377 to direct anyone to their nearest supplier.

We were fortunate to have secured Hamish Chandler of Sheep Geneti cs NSW 
to speak on Lambplan updates and how to understand it.

Hamish is very approachable and his one hour spot turned into two and a half 
hours, such was the interest and questi ons. I think most members and visitors 
came away with bett er understanding of this useful tool.

The second segment was preparing sheep for sales and shows demonstrated 
by M & J Klante who have sold their stud and were happy to share their 
knowledge with all.

Two friends of the Klantes’ worked all day to keep up the abundence of 
delicious food to members and speakers which was greatly appreciated.

Aft er lunch we had Pam Hinkly from the Pamellen Suff olk Stud who spoke 
and demonstrated on a variety of sheep, the art of selecti ng and breeding 
good fl ock and show sheep. The members were given the opportunity to have 
hands on educati on

The last speaker was Simon Bell of Breedtech, Kojonup, who spoke on 
preparati on and doing AI and Embryo Transfers, which was very enlightening 
for most and showed the fast geneti c gains from only using the very top ewes. 
Another subject was the safe way to use the drug A.C.E. to aid in calmer sheep 
to handle in stressful operati ons.

The WA Branch of the AWSA would like to publicly acknowledge our grati tude 
to the speakers and helpers.

Julie Klante

1. John Argent accepti ng his Hortex Deluxe Hoof Paring Pliers from Julie 
Klante WA Secretary of the Australian White Suff olk Associati on.

2. Audience at the Workshop listening to Hamish Chandler on Lambplan
3. Wesswood Sophie being fl eeced
4. Hands on from members with Pam Hinkly
5. Vet Simon Bell from Breedtech making sure everyone was sure which 

hole to plug a ewe for AI-ing. 5

3

4

2

1
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DATE OF THE SHOW, PLACE IT WAS HELD AT
‘SHOW NAME’ SHOW RESULTS 2011

Class
Any extra details

1. “Timor” Jason & Vicki Barker

2. “Kurralea” JE & KM Prenti ce

3. “Kurralea” JE & KM Prenti ce

Highly Commended: “Warburn” A & M Dissegna

CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK RAM CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK EWESENIOR CHAMPION RAM &
RESERVE SENIOR CHAMPION RAM

GRAND & JUNIOR CHAMPION RAM

Congratulati ons to ‘Rene Stud’ whose Champion White 
Suff olk ewe went on to take out the ‘Supreme Australian 
Prime Lamb Exhibit” of all short wool breeds (rams and 
ewes).

Novice Ram

1. “Laurel View” D & T Baumgartner

2. “EMC”

Ram U 1 1/2 yrs in Wool

1. “Rene Stud” 

2. “Warburn Stud” A & M Dissegna

3. “Fairburn Stud”

Ram U 1 1/2 yrs born in April

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

2. “Hayelle” H & M Whitt lesea

3. “Watt le Park” 

Ram U 1 1/2 yrs born in May

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

2. “Warburn Stud” A & M Dissegna

3. “Warburn Stud” A & M Dissegna

Pair of Rams born April - June

1. “Gemini” C & R Mitchell

2. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

3. “Kulbura”

Ram U 1 1/2 yrs born in June

1. “Merribrook”

2. “Kulbura”

3. “Rene Stud” 

Senior Champion Ram

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer 

Reserve Senior Champion Ram

1. “Rene Stud”

Junior Pair Of Rams

1. “Warburn Stud” A & M Dissegna

2. “Fairburn Stud”

3. “Watt le Park” 

Ram U 1 1/2 yrs born in July

1. “Rene Stud” 

2. “Warburn Stud” A & M Dissegna

3. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

Ram U 1 1/2 yrs born in August

1. “Rene Stud” 

2. “Hayelle” H & M Whitt lesea

3. “Laurel View” D & T Baumgartner

Ram lamb

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

2. “Omad”

3. “Omad”

Junior Champion Ram

1. “Rene Stud”

Reserve Junior Champion Ram

1. “Rene Stud”

Grand Champion Ram

1. “Rene Stud”

15THͳ17TH JULY 2011, AUSTRALIAN SHEEP AND WOOL SHOW, BENDIGO
JUDGE: MR PETER BUTTON. EXHIBITORS: 21. ENTRIES: 161

BENDIGO SHOW RESULTS 2011
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DATE OF THE SHOW, PLACE IT WAS HELD AT
‘SHOW NAME’ SHOW RESULTS 2011

Class
Any extra details

1. “Timor” Jason & Vicki Barker

2. “Kurralea” JE & KM Prenti ce

3. “Kurralea” JE & KM Prenti ce

Highly Commended: “Warburn” A & M Dissegna

CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK RAM CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK EWECHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK
EWE, SUPREME CHAMPION

WHITE SUFFOLK & SUPREME
“AUSTRALIAN PRIME LAMB BREEDS”

Novice Ewe

1. “EMC”

2. “EMC”

Ewe over 1 1/2 yrs with LAF

1. “Hayelle” H & M Whitt lesea

2. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

3. “Jarrabay”

Ewe U 1 1/2 yrs in the wool

1. “Rene Stud” 

2. “Glenarbian”  I & B Nitschke

3. “Merribrook”

Ewe U 1 1/2 yrs born April-May

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

2. “Booloola”

3. “Glenarbian”  I & B Nitschke

Ewe U 1 1/2 yrs born June-July

1. “Booloola”

2. “Rene Stud” 

3. “Watt le Park” 

Ewe U 1 1/2 yrs born aft er August

1. “Watt le Park” 

2. “Rene Stud” 

3. “Watt le Park” 

Ewe lamb

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

2. “Hayelle” H & M Whitt lesea

3. “Hayelle” H & M Whitt lesea

Champion Ewe

1. “Rene Stud”

Reserve Champion Ewe

1. “Booloola”

Breeder’s Group

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

2. “Warburn Stud” A & M Dissegna

3.  “Induro”

Sire’s Progeny Group

1. “Rene Stud” 

2. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

3. “Warburn Stud” A & M Dissegna

Supreme Champion White Suff olk Exhibit

1. “Rene Stud”

Most Successful Exhibitor

1. “Wingamin” C & D Shillabeer

Supreme Interbreed Short Wool Exhibit

1. RENE STUD
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FARM WEEKLY, THURSDAY 26TH MAY 2011

“Sheep & Wool Focus 2011” Feature

With growing percepti ons lamb is becoming more 
expensive, Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) is rolling out 
new programs designed to raise awareness of the range of 
aff ordable cuts.

Beyond our borders it’s well known you can use lamb neck 
to make a moussaka or a lamb shoulder for an aromati c 
lamb pasanda.

Locally, the popularity of non-loin cuts such as lamb 
shoulder, neck and rump is gaining momentum with two 
new initi ati ves from MLA aiming to keep lamb on the table 
at homes and in restaurants, despite strengthening prices.

MLA is looking to global fl avours to inspire Australian 
butcher and chefs to venture beyond lamb backstrap and 
cutlets to other equally tasty, less expensive cuts, through 
MLA’s Lamb Masterpieces and “Racking up your Profi ts” 
programs.

MLA general manager marketi ng Glen Feist said with lamb 
prices holding fi rm, now was the ti me to educate and inspire 
chefs, butchers and consumers on how to get the most out 
of lamb using less expensive cuts, to ensure the Australian 
love aff air with lamb conti nued.

“We want to inspire people with ideas from throughout the 
world where they are great at turning less expensive cuts 
– like shoulder, neck, rump, mince and ribs – into delicious 
meals,” Mr Feist said.

Most Australian are hesitant about cooking cuts they are 
unfamiliar with, preferring to cook tried and true traditi onal 
Australian favorites such as lamb legs, chops and cutlets.

“They are generally unaware of what can be created from 
the less expensive non-loin cuts.

“Lamb Masterpieces and Racking up your profi ts are a great 
step in educati ng chefs and butchers that cuts such as neck 
can make a delicious lamb ragu or lamb moussaka at an 
aff ordable price for consumers.

“We are targeti ng chefs and retailers initi ally, as we know 
consumer home-cooking habits are infl uenced by what they 
eat when they are out and what they can buy at their local 
butcher or supermarket.

“We hope the program will conti nue the success of previous 
MLA food service marketi ng initi ati ves, such as those that 
helped promote lamb shank – a cut once know by many as 
a bone for the dog – to a popular lamb cut at food service 
and now at home.

“As these cuts and meals become more popular and widely 
available at food service and retail, we will ramp up our 
consumer marketi ng eff orts accordingly.”

Lamb Masterpieces is currently being rolled out to the chefs 
throughout Australia, educati ng food service industry on 
getti  ng the best cooking outcomes from less expensive lamb 
cuts, while “Racking up your profi ts” is helping butchers 
maximize their returns by adding value to diff erent cuts.

“Chefs, butchers  and consumers need to be reminded 
lamb doesn’t need to be saved for a special occasion,” Mr 
Feist said. “There is a wide range of cuts that can be turned 
into fantasti c meals to suit diff erent tastes, occasions and 
budgets.”

MLA RAMPS UP ADVANTAGES OF LAMB CUTS
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DIET ROUGHAGE CONTENT CRITICAL FOR FAST GROWING LAMBS

Sheep and catt le require fi bre in their diet to sti mulate the 
growth and development of the rumen during the pre-
weaning phase, and once weaned, to sti mulate rumen 
moti lity and saliva producti on to provide natural buff ering 
(maintenance of rumen pH) of the stomach environment.

Chewing is sti mulated by arti cle length and parti cle size, the 
aim being to reduce the parti cle size to facilitate digesti ve 
processes.  At a laboratory level, fi bre is measured and 
reported as acid detergent fi bre (ADF) for cereal grains, 
or neutral detergent fi bre (NDF) for roughages such as 
hay, straw, almond hulls or silage.  NDF consists of the 
slowly digested fi brous porti on of the plant, the cellulose, 
hemicellulose and lignin which is most of the cell wall 
material.

As total dietary NDF increases voluntary intake tends to 
decline.  ADF is a sub-fracti on of NDF and consists primarily 
of lignin and cellulose and has a strong, negati ve relati onship 
with digesti bility.  Neither ADF nor NDF provide an accurate 
measure of the eff ecti veness of the fi bre in the diet, and 
although NDF of long fi bre can provide an indicati on, once 
that fi bre is processed into pellet form, the usefulness of 
NDF as a predicti ve measure is negated.

In response to a survey of intensive lamb fi nishers across 
Australia, 60% of large and medium producers and 35% 
of small producers indicated that they provided ‘high 
quality’ roughage to lambs, however, between 25%-45% 
of all fi nishers indicated that they provided low quality 
roughage.  Some 14% of small feedlott ers did not provide 
any roughage, but this may have indicated the use of pellets.  

The respondent’s judgement of quality was not defi ned in 
the survey.

The majority of medium and large operati ons provided 
greater than 50% roughage in the starter rati on with a 
reducti on of the roughage component in the fi nishing 
rati on.  Of the medium sized operati ons, 13% retained 
13% roughage in the fi nisher rati on while 50% and 38% of 
the large and medium fi nishers respecti vely reduced the 
roughage component of the fi nishing rati on to less than 
10%.

Pellets for roughage

Many lamb fi nishers in Western Australia use hay-based 
pellets to grow out lambs, in parti cular those producers 
belonging to supply chains either, Q Lamb or the Merino 
Lamb Alliance, where pellet fi nishing is a requirement.  
Grain-based pellets are more readily available in the eastern 
states and more competi ti vely priced than hay-based 
pellets.

Roughage is a major component of the diet of fast-growing 
lambs as more than 75% of small, medium and large 
operati ons supply grain and hay (or a roughage source) on 
an ad libitum basis.  Despite some intensive lamb fi nishers 
being encouraged by a team of mineral concentrate sales 
people to remove all eff ecti ve fi bre from their feedlot 
rati ons to increase feed conversion effi  ciency, and hence 
profi tability, trials by the New South Wales Department of 
Agriculture have found no cost benefi t from this practi ce.  
Instead, there is an increase in animal health problems.



As there is the potenti al for substanti al amounts of wastage 
when feeding hay or straw on an ad libitum basis, producers 
are att racted by the recommendati ons of any feeding 
soluti on which may alleviate the need to provide a roughage 
source.  Wastage is predominantly an issue of feed delivery 
design.

The rate at which the fi bre is degraded in the rumen, 
chop length and the type of fi bre used, are seen as the 
most important factors relati ng to the fi bre requirements 
of the diet.  Processed roughage provided in pelleted 
form, although reducing the rate of ruminal degradati on, 
is limited in its eff ecti veness in sti mulati ng chewing and 
hence, saliva producti on.  However, the fall in rumen pH 
following fermentati on of pelleted feed, can be reduced 
by the additi on of a fi bre source as opposed to grain-based 
pellets, which as a rule, are wheat based and therefore 
rapidly fermented.

Nutriti onists tend to refer to the percentage of roughage 
(hay, straw, almond hulls or silage) in a diet to provide an 
indicati on of the proporti on of eff ecti ve fi bre the diet is 
providing.  Ideally, 20% roughage in the rati on should be 
suffi  cient to maintain rumen pH, and a minimum of 27%-
30% NDF.  

One study found a signifi cant reducti on in dry matt er intake 
in lambs with a low level of dietary NDF fed in conjuncti on 
with a rapidly available form of carbohydrate, and given 
the opportunity, lambs would select diets with a more 
slowly digested source of carbohydrates.  In a further study 
comparing diets containing diff ering proporti ons of lucerne 
hay and wheat fed to lambs, the greatest level of feed 
effi  ciency was recorded with 25% lucerne hay in the diet.

Sheep and catt le appear to diff er in their minimum fi bre 
requirements, especially in terms of fatt y acid producti on, 
and it appears that sheep in parti cular require a minimum 
of 10% roughage in the diet.  The quality of the roughage, 

if fed out on an ad libitum basis, is important to encourage 
appeti te and intake during the introductory period to grain.

Feeding silage

Although hay appears to be the most commonly fed 
roughage source, many lambs are grown out on high quality 
pastures, or have silage included as a component of their 
rati on.  The growth response of lambs to chopped silage can 
relate directly to the quality of the silage:  chopping lucerne 
silage can increase growth rates but also costs, therefore, the 
growth response to chopping requires further clarifi cati on.

Lucerne silage supplemented with barley and lupins 
produced higher growth rates in second cross lambs than 
supplemented oaten silage.  Studies feeding grass silage to 
store lambs, found that the chop length has a greater eff ect 
on intake and performance than digesti bility, although, 
when shredded silage was fed to lambs, it had no eff ect on 
dry matt er intake or daily live weight gain.

A study on the eff ect of lucerne silage chop length on 
growth rate found a diff erence in growth rate with chop 
length that was signifi cant only in the absence of grain 
supplementati on.  It found a signifi cant diff erence in growth 
rate between a chop length of 75 centi meters and 1cm-3cm 
with oaten silage, but the work was confounded by the poor 
quality of the silage, and it was unable to determine the 
importance of chop length with good quality silages.

Although intensive feedlot rati ons for beef catt le and lambs 
tend to be grain dominant, one study found lambs fed on 
a ‘low energy’ diet consisti ng of 70% lucerne hay and 30% 
concentrates had an increased daily rate of live weight 
gain, converted feed to gain more effi  ciently and had fewer 
digesti ve disturbances than those on a 70% concentrate 
rati on.

• Find out more: Best practi ce for producti on feeding 
of lambs: a review of the literature, published by MLA, 
www.mla.com.au 

Key points:
• Provide an eff ecti ve source of fi bre in the rati ons of 

intensively fi nished lambs, either in the form of high 
quality roughage on an ad libitum basis or in the form 
of increased parti cle size in hay-based pellets.

• Minimum NDF of the rati on should be 27-30%
• Roughage should be included in the diet at a minimum 

of 10% of total dry matt er.
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The connecti on between healthy lambs in the paddock and 
a tasty cutlet sitti  ng on the plate is becoming more widely 
understood and sheep producers are learning how this impacts 
on their enterprises.

Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) is currently funding a Sheep 
Co-operati ve Research Centre (CRC) research project to establish 
the relati onship between consumer evaluati on and objecti ve 
measurement of lamb eati ng quality. The results from the 
project will underpin new developments in the Meat Standards 
Australia (MSA) lamb grading model. The development of a 
prototype predicti ve model is on target for launch in mid-2012. 
The model will give producers insights into how practi ces such 
as geneti c selecti on and on-farm management impact on eati ng 
quality. MLA lamb and sheepmeat manager, Alex Ball, said the 
geneti c interacti ons between lean meat yield (LMY), shear force 
(SF) and intramuscular fat (IMF) and objecti ve indicators of 
eati ng quality in the lamb loin were already understood, based 
on Sheep CRC data. Dr Ball said this research was for the good of 
the whole industry, rather than resulti ng in extra dollars for any 
parti cular secti on of the value chain.

“It’s a way of identi fying geneti cs for these traits, and making 
sure they are used to maintain the integrity of the sheep 
industry in meeti ng consumer objecti ves,” Dr Ball said.

“The lamb that people eat every day needs to be of a high three- 
and four star quality.”

“With this knowledge, consistent four and fi ve-star quality is 
more likely to be the outcome.”

In previous Sheep CRC research, LMY, SF and IMF showed 
moderate to high heritability along with a large range within 
breeds, which indicates geneti c progress is assured. There 
are also some unfavourable geneti c correlati ons, such as LMY 

increases, IMF decreases and SF increases, however, these 
can be managed with balanced selecti on. Dr Ball also said 
early indicators show that in all sheep breeds, including 
Merinos and recently introduced breeds, there are sires with 
highly desirable eati ng quality traits. The research project is 
using animals in the Sheep CRC’s Informati on Nucleus Flock 
and will measure 30 meat traits on 2000 slaughter lambs 
annually, derived from 90 new industry sires every year for 
fi ve years. MLA’s Making More From Sheep (MMFS) program 
will then take these results and feed it into its modules. Two 
modules included in the MMFS program are the Gain from 
Geneti cs and Healthy and Contented Sheep.

The Gain from Geneti cs module helps commercial fl ock 
owners capture the benefi ts off ered by improving geneti cs. 
It outlines an eff ecti ve approach to geneti c selecti on which 
enables the producer to recognise how selecti ng the right 
geneti cs can contribute to sheep enterprise producti vity. It 
also introduces the many free tools available to producers 
to help make geneti c selecti on easier. The Healthy and 
Contented Sheep module presents an eff ecti ve approach to 
managing the health and wellbeing of sheep by implementi ng 
eff ecti ve health management programs by exposing sheep 
to fewer chemicals and delaying development of chemical 
resistance by sheep parasites. It aims to insti l confi dence 
that sheep parasites and diseases can be managed in a 
cost-eff ecti ve way while maximising profi tability. Recently 
appointed NSW MMFS co-ordinator, Lloyd Kingham, said 
producers could use the modules to get a handle on the 
impact of geneti cs and on-farm management.

Industry and Investment NSW PROfarm workshops and 
fi eld days many of which are approved under the DAFF 
FarmReady scheme will be delivered to producers across 
the State by skilled sheep and pasture agronomy technical 
specialists. Agribusiness specialists from private enterprise 
will also play an important role in delivery of MMFS in NSW.

Aft er fi ve years as the eastern Riverina drought support 
worker, Mr Kingham is looking forward to working with 
livestock producers to increase profi tability and producti vity.

“MMFS fi ts perfectly, helping sheep producers fi ne tune their 
enterprise, and positi on their geneti cs and management 
skills to take advantage of future demands for meat with 
desirable eati ng qualiti es,” he said.

“There are a number of steps that can be taken through on-
farm management and geneti cs to help you get there.”

“The MMFS modules are well researched and proven.”

Visit www.makingmorefromsheep.com

1
1. Meat and livestock Australia lamb and sheepmeat manager, 

Alex Ball, says a bett er understanding of geneti c traits 
impacti ng lamb eati ng quality will improve profi tability for 
the whole industry.

MAKING MORE QUALITY LAMB
THE LAND, THURSDAY, 9TH DECEMBER 2010
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WHITE SUFFOLKS PROVIDING MATERNAL OPTIONS

For Lucindale based mixed farmers 
Howard & Colleen Smith, White Suff olks 
are now producing the profi table and 
easy care commercial sheep fl ock they 
had been seeking for a long ti me.

They are using this traditi onal terminal 
sire breed in a self replacing maternal 
fl ock on their 1500 acre family property, 
’Mundalena’, at Lucindale and couldn’t 
be happier with the results.

“While it will probably take a few more 
years to have the fl ock exactly how we 
want it, we are now far enough down 
the development path to really see the 
benefi ts from our program,” Howard 
said.

The Smiths are not breaking totally 
new ground, for MLA fi gures indicate 
that approximately 8% of Australia’s 
sheep breeding fl ock and 20% of the 
non-Merino ewe base has some White 
Suff olk infl uence. However, very few 
are as far advanced as Howard and 
Colleen are in producing a self-replacing 
commercial White Suff olk fl ock. The 
breed is becoming more popular for 
producing fi rst cross ewes for the 
producti on of second cross prime 
lambs, but the Smiths have taken it one 
step further.

“We were looking for a more producti ve, 
profi table and easier care management 
breed than our self replacing Merino 
fl ock in this environment. The main 
areas where we wanted improvement 
were overall fl ock ferti lity; plus 

management issues of fl ystrike and 
grass seed control,” Howard said.

He explained that the other main 
part of their business is contract hay 
making. The peak ti mes for the call on 
their services is in spring and it oft en 
coincided with ti mes they were needed 
to treat sheep aff ected by fl ystrike and 
deal with grass seed issues before lambs 
became aff ected and dramati cally lost 
value.

“We looked for a bett er breeding 
program and when we focused on our 
main income source, which was prime 
lamb producti on, there was our answer; 
the White Suff olk breed. Further 
research supported our thoughts that 
the breed was probably the best opti on; 
it was a no-brainer really,” Howard said.

The Smiths started out with White 
Suff olks about 10 years ago in a terminal 
sire situati on, aft er being disappointed 
with consistent lambing problems from 
the terminal sire breed they were using 
at the ti me. The success of this change 
was when they fi rst saw the potenti al in 
the breed as a commercial self replacing 
fl ock.

Rather than start again from scratch, 
they deduced that purchasing young 
White Suff olk ewes on a commercial 
budget was virtually impossible and it 
was bett er to uti lize the Merino ewes 
they had.

They started retaining the fi rst cross ewe 

lambs that were of the required type and 
standard and then mated these back 
to White Suff olk rams again, repeati ng 
this process in a conti nual grading up 
program. Their fl ock now consists of 
700 mixed age breeding ewes, 250 ewe 
hoggets, plus the ewe lambs.

“We consistently get the bare points we 
are looking for aft er three generati ons of 
grading up. This has virtually eliminated 
our grass seed problems when our ti me 
is occupied with contract hay making,” 
Howard said.

He explained that the wool on their 
fl ock was now closer to being classed 
as a ‘Downs wool’, but the loss in 
value has been minimal and was more 
than compensated by cost reducti ons 
through easier management, plus 
increased producti vity and income.

The Smiths mate their mature ewes 
from the second week of December, 
but are planning to come a litt le earlier 
to be able to target earlier markets 
that have higher values. They mate for 
8 weeks with lambing commencing in 
May. For quicker generati on turnover 
and advancement of the fl ock, they also 
mate their ewe lambs in February at 8 to 
9 months of age.

Howard said that he regarded 120% 
lambing on ewes mated as their 
benchmark bott om line level, but their 
mature ewe lambing is producing an 
average percentage of 135% in recent 
years. Depending on the season and the 
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get more benefi t through paying most 
att enti on to maternal and management 
traits in our ram selecti ons. The breed 
pays adequate att enti on to terminal 
growth and carcase att ributes without 
us having to include extra selecti on 
criteria. This year we were able to get 4 
of our 6 highest priority ram selecti ons 
at really good value,” Howard added.

He also said the breed was visually 
appealing and this had marketi ng 
advantages.

“Across a range of carcase weights, 
they give excellent yields and values 
when sold over the hooks, but visually 
appealing lambs also bring excellent 
prices when sold at the Naracoorte 
saleyards, especially in ti mes of high 
demand like this year,” Howard said.

They sell their wether lambs from June 
to October and the recent sale of their 
second draft  of White Suff olk wether 
lambs averaged carcase weights of 23 to 
24 kg and returned the Smiths $134 to 
$140/head, with skin values at around 
$15 to $18 per skin.

The ewe lambs are early October shorn 
and grown out before fi nal selecti on of 

the 200 ewes to be kept for breeding is 
made in the summer, with the balance 
then being sold.

“Once we decided we needed to change 
what we were doing to suit our overall 
business plans and made this decision, 
sheep breeding has again been a 
pleasurable and profi table enterprise. 
We couldn’t be happier with the way 
the breed is going,” Howard concluded.

1. Howard Smith and son in law Brad 
Gear are pictured with Seriston 
White Suff olk stud principal Anthony 
Hurst (centre) aft er the Seriston ram 
sale in mid October. They were able 
to purchase 4 of their top 6 ram 
selecti ons at good value, placing 
selecti on emphasis on maternal 
traits and clean points.

2. Mature commercial White 
Suff olk ewes at the Smith family’s 
‘Mundalena’ property in winter, 
showing their clean points and 
strong maternal traits.

3. Impressive commercial White 
Suff olk ewe hoggets and ewe 
lambs on Howard and Brad Smith’s 
‘Mundalena’ property at Lucindale 
in October.

4. White Suff olk ewes and their lambs 
at the Smith’s ‘Mundalena’ property 
in winter this year. They achieved 
137% lambing to ewes mated from 
their fl ock and have averaged 135% 
over the last few years.

1 2

growth and development of their ewe 
lambs, their July lambing generally falls 
in the 60% to 70% range. Prior to mati ng, 
the ewe lambs are given a mineral boost 
in January and Howard said that the 
response was very good.

They try to keep the ewes off  pastures 
rich in clover prior to mati ng as this can 
impact on their ferti lity through the 
oestrogens in the clovers. All the mature 
ewes are shorn in August.

“The ease of lambing with White 
Suff olks is absolutely unbelievable. With 
their narrower head and shoulders and 
plenty of neck extension, we have not 
assisted a lambing ewe for any reason 
for over 2 years. Furthermore they are 
great mothers, raising a vast majority of 
lambs born,” Howard said.

Howard, with the added advice from his 
shearer and son in law, Brad Gear are 
currently sourcing their White Suff olk 
rams from Anthony and Charmaine 
Hurst’s Seriston stud based nearby at 
Avenue Range, but they have also used 
Woolumbool rams in the past.

“We take advice from Anthony on the 
best rams to suit our program, placing 
selecti on emphasis on maternal and 
management traits, rather than terminal 
traits. We parti cularly look for bare 
pointed rams with no colour,” Howard 
said.

“While twinning is a good bonus, its 
heritability is relati vely low, so we feel we 
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WHITE SUFFOLK RESULTS

Ram, Under 1 Year Of Age Showing Milk Teeth Only, Shorn
Born Between 1 April - 30 June 2010

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Ram, Under 1 Year Of Age Showing Milk Teeth Only, Shorn
Born On Or Aft er 1 July 2010

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

2. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

3. Timor Parkes NSW 2870

Ram, Under 1 Year Of Age, Showing Milk Teeth Only In Wool

1.  Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Pen Of Two Rams, Under 1 Year Of Age Showing Milk Teeth 
Only, Shorn

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Grand Champion White Suff olk Ram.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Reserve Grand Champion White Suff olk Ram.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Ewe, Under 1 Year Of Age Showing Milk Teeth Only, Shorn
Born Between 1 April - 30 June 2010

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

14THͳ27TH APRIL 2011, SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW
SYDNEY SHOW RESULTS 2011

CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK RAM CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK EWE

Ewe, Under 1 Year Of Age Showing Milk Teeth Only, Shorn
Born On Or Aft er 1 July 2010

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Ewe, Under 1 Year Of Age Showing Milk Teeth Only, In Wool

1. Timor Parkes NSW 2870

Pen Of Two Ewes Under 1 Year Of Age Showing Milk Teeth 
Only, Shorn

1.  Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Grand Champion White Suff olk Ewe.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Reserve Grand Champion White Suff olk Ewe.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Peter Taylor Group. Consisti ng Of One Ram And Two Ewes, 
Showing Milk Teeth Only, To Be Bred By The Exhibitor. To Be 
Selected From Exhibits In General Classes.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Sires Progeny Group

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Objecti ve Measurement Class For White Suff olk Sheep.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

2.  Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

Most Successful White Suff olk Exhibitor.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787
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DATE OF THE SHOW, PLACE IT WAS HELD AT
‘SHOW NAME’ SHOW RESULTS 2011

Class
Any extra details

1. “Timor” Jason & Vicki Barker

2. “Kurralea” JE & KM Prenti ce

3. “Kurralea” JE & KM Prenti ce

Highly Commended: “Warburn” A & M Dissegna

CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK RAM CHAMPION WHITE SUFFOLK EWERESERVE CHAMPION
WHITE SUFFOLK RAM

Paul Routley, Judge at Sydney Royal 2011 writes:

I was honoured to judge at the Sydney Royal Easter Show 
2011. The quality of the sheep presented was excellent and 
a credit to the exhibitors. Both rams and ewes exhibited 
were a great endorsement for our breed.

The champion ram was very solid, meaty well balanced,  and 
showed the characteristi cs we are looking for in the breed. 
He went on to place very highly in the interbreed. 

The champion ewe showed extremely good muscle and was 
also placed very well in the interbreed. 

I would like to congratulate the exhibitors at Sydney and 
thank the Show Society for their support.

MEAT AND DUAL PURPOSE
BREEDS RESULTS

Supreme Prime Lamb Dam

1.  Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

The Peter Taylor Memorial Trophy. Supported by the 
friends of the late Peter Taylor, for group consisti ng of One 
Ram and Two Ewes, Showing Milk Teeth Only, Exhibited 
And Bred By One Owner.

1. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

S743 The J A & M Y Gilmore Perpetual Trophy

2. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787

The J A & M Y Gilmore Perpetual Trophy Donated By 
Messrs Graham, Ian And Marti n Gilmore For Best Pair

3. Tatt ykeel Oberon NSW 2787
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WORMS EATING INTO PROFITS
BY CATHERINE MILLER. STOCK JOURNAL, 28TH APRIL 2011

Worms are a signifi cant economic cost to in-prime lamb 
systems in South Australia.  Esti mates from a recent Meat & 
Livestock Australia-SARDI project put the fi gure at more than 
$65 million a year with reduced growth rates, direct losses 
and drenching costs.

But SARDI chief veterinary parasitologist Ian Carmichael said 
producers could control their internal parasite burdens and 
minimise losses by following the management strategies 
outline in two MLA factsheets compiled from the project 
results.

Between 2004 and 2008, 28 lamb growth trials on 15 on-farm 
sites in the south east of SA and western Victoria were carried 
out but worm control was found adequate in just 27pc of the 
trials though no adverse impact of worms on lamb growth 
were detected.  

In 38pc of the trials, worms reduced growth rates by 19 grams 
a day, delaying fi nishing by an average of 5.6 weeks.

Dr Carmichael said many producers had become complacent 
about worms with a series of dry seasons but those who had 
not given a second summer drench could be in real trouble 
with the mild summer and autumn conditi ons ideal for the 
survival of worm larvae in dung.

“If farmers haven’t given a second summer drench, parti cularly 
in January or February, they should be alarmed because they 
may see serious worm problems later this year.  It is as bad a 
year as we have seen since 1993,” he said.

The fact sheets point out that drenching alone will not provide 
eff ecti ve sustainable worm control.  More faecal egg worm 
counts are needed to get an accurate snapshot of worm levels 
in sheep fl ocks.

“Prime lambs should be drenched at weaning but if they need 
more than one other drench there is something wrong – there 
is a fundamental problem which can be traced back before 
they were born.”

The fact sheets also advocate the establishment of ‘low worm 
risk’ pastures for pre-lambing ewes and weaning lambs to 
reduce worm burdens.

Strategies for this include freshly sown pastures, hay and 
silage producti on, grazing with catt le before the introducti on 
of lambs and spelling paddocks early in the season to let the 
clover get away.

Dr Carmichael said all lambs from the previous season should 
be fi nished before the autumn break because producers oft en 
do more damage with contaminated pastures, creati ng a cycle 
of parasiti sm that has serious eff ects on all classes of sheep 
the following winter and early spring.

Good protein nutriti on is also closely linked to eff ecti ve 
worm control.  Dr Carmichael said the project highlighted the 
impact of low energy levels in summer feed on producti on 
growth rates, compounding worm problems.

Interesti ngly, the top 20 pc of growth rates came from 
dryland farms, rather than irrigated systems which did not 
pose the danger many producers expected.

Dr Carmichael said worm larvae levels were similar on 
irrigated and dryland areas over summer because, although 
the larvae hatched quickly from available moisture, they 
perished as quickly in the heat.

He said eff ecti ve worm control in prime lamb producti on 
was more economically important than in self-replacing 
Merino fl ocks because they reduced fl eece weights and also 
produced a fi ne micron fl eece of higher value.

“Prime lambs have the geneti c potenti al to grow at 300g a 
day so if they are not growing at these rates in the early 
stages they have worms or are not getti  ng enough feed or 
both,” Dr Carmichael said.

“Now there are great opportuniti es for prime lamb 
producers but there will be some people who will 
make a lot of money and some who will make 
none because of worms and inadequate nutriti on.”

• Details: The fact sheets Worm Control in Southern 
Prime Lamb Producti on Systems and Low-Worm 
Risk Pastures for Sheep can now be downloaded at:
www.mla.com.au/publicati ons-tools-and-events.

Key points:
• Drench all ewes before lambing
• Provide low worm risk pastures for lambing ewes, 

weaners and prime lambs being fi nished for sale
• Minimise impact of summer decline in pasture quality

   Photo Courtesy of Julie Klante
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FARM WEEKLY, THURSDAY, 26TH MAY 2011
CONDITION AT LAMBING KEY TO SURVIVAL   

With sheep and wool prices at all ti me high levels and 
lambing ti me now upon many producers the importance 
of lamb and ewe survival is criti cal.

The key driver of ewe and lamb survival is the ewe’s 
conditi on score at lambing.  

The bett er the conditi on score of the ewe at lambing, the 
higher the survival rate of the lamb.

Maintaining pregnant ewes above conditi on score 2.5 at 
lambing ensures good survival of the lambs and higher 
producti vity over their lifeti me.

Any ewes under conditi on score two are at high risk and 
should be managed separately.

There have been reports recently of deaths of ewes in the 
last month of pregnancy and these are most likely due to 
pregnancy toxaemia.

This conditi on in pregnant sheep is caused by insuffi  cient 
intake of energy or sudden changes in the ewes’ diet and 
twin bearing ewes are more suscepti ble to this conditi on.

A ewe’s energy requirements steadily increase over late 
pregnancy, therefore the energy provided by feed needs to 
be increasing as well to meet the increasing demand.

Lambing ewes in general require two and a half to three 
ti mes their dry requirements during the lambing period.

Producers also need to keep in mind the higher energy 
requirements of twin-bearing ewes in the mob as the level 
of supplementary feed required for a twin bearing ewe is 25 
per cent higher than a single-bearing ewe.

Therefore twin and single-bearing ewes should be considered 
diff erent classes of animal and managed separately, which 
is only possible if producers pregnancy test.  Otherwise, 
producers will need to consider the percentage of twin-
bearing ewes in the mob and decide whether to feed for 
twins or singles.

Health issues such as high worm burdens and early onset of 
acidosis will also decrease the feed intake.

The fi rst 48 hours of a lamb’s life are criti cal.

About 70pc of lamb mortaliti es that occur between birth 
and weaning occur within this period.

Lamb survival is related to lamb birthweight and lamb 
birthweight is strongly related to the nutriti on of the ewe 
during pregnancy, parti cularly late pregnancy.

The opti mum birthweight for maximum lamb survival is 
between 4.5kg and 5.5kg, but lambing environment and 
whether they are a single or twin aff ect the response.

Ewes in bett er conditi on at lambing produce bigger lambs.

A conditi on score decrease in ewes during pregnancy can 
reduce lamb birthweight by 0.4kg to 0.5kg in both single 
and twin lambs.

• For more informati on on how much to feed pregnant 
ewes see www.lifeti mewool.com.au; or www.agric.
wa.gov.au/ (click on Dealing with the Dry Season) or 
speak to an adviser or vet at your local Department of 
Agriculture and Food offi  ce.


