
About the White Suffolk Breed 
“The White Suffolk” is an Australian sheep breed devel-
oped for Australian conditions. As one of the leading 
prime lamb sires in the country, White Suffolks are versa-
tile performers and are well noted for their functional 
shape, mobility, fertility and libido.  
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Breeding trials began during the mid 1970’s with research 
carried out by the University of New South Wales at the 
Hay Research Centre and involved the crossing of the 
Suffolk breed with primarily the Poll Dorset breed. The 
Suffolk was chosen as the base breed because of its fast 
growing and lean carcase characteristics, and through 
selective breeding using the best available genetics the 
White Suffolk evolved.  
 
During 1985 several meetings took place throughout Aus-
tralia to form a breed organization. The Australian White 
Suffolk Association was founded on 25th September 1985 
at a foundation meeting held in Melbourne.  
 
The White Suffolk has proven itself as an ideal prime lamb 
breed performing well over wide-ranging environments 
including drier agricultural areas, higher rainfall districts 
and the more arid, pastoral zones. The success of the 
breed has been reflected in many ways including ever 
increasing numbers in sale yards and in direct ‘over the 
hooks’ sales. The White Suffolk breed also has an incredi-
ble high success rate in prime lamb carcase competitions 
scoring numerous awards in all weight categories.  

Australian White Suffolk Association 
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White Suffolk rams are noted for their functional shape, 
mobility, fertility and libido. They can be mated at any 
time of the year to ewes from any breed, with minimal 
lambing problems.  
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The open faces and clean legs of the White Suffolk re-
sults in minimal problems with grass seeds. There is no 
colour dockage in the market place for White Suffolk 
sired lambs, which are noted for their high quality 
downs type wools and skins. 
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White Suffolk sired lambs are ideal for both domestic 
and export lamb trade requirements. The general big-
ger size and extra length of White Suffolks allows them 
to produce lambs suitable for not only the domestic 
trade, but the diverse genetic options within the 
breed’s large gene pool, also allows White Suffolk cross 
lambs to be taken through to the heavier export 
weights. They have also proven to be adaptable and 
ideal for a range of finishing systems. 
 
�������
���������
White Suffolk sired lambs are providing growth rates 
superior to all other breeds, attributable to their robust 
nature, hardiness and extra carcase attributes, espe-
cially in the high value cut areas. 
The Australian White Suffolk Association is a strong 
supporter of performance evaluation programs, and 
encourages all member to become involved. 
This will assist in the selection for economically impor-
tant traits that will give a continual improvement in 
breed performance and allow the commercial produc-
ers to benefit. 
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All of these factors add up to easier management of 
faster growing lamb production flocks, through the use 
of White Suffolk Rams.  

Pacesetters in Performance, Productivity, and Profits. 


